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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

THE STANDARD OF JUDGMENT.
% ¦¦¦ i.

Whatever objections may justly or unjustly bo

alleged against the President's statement, in bin
late letter to Col. Hodges, of the ground on which
he plants himself in defence of hid policy as re¬

gards slavery and its relations to the war, none

can deny to it the merit of candor. He frankly
admits that that policy was " unconstitutional,
until, in the order of time and in the progress
of events, it beoame, m hit judgment, "indispen¬
sable to the preservation of the Constitution
through the preservation of the Nation." As soon

as it became, in his opinion, ' indispensable to

the preservation of the Constitution" that he

should adopt a measure " otherwise unconstitu¬

tional," that measure then became "lawful."
This view of duty, as construed to his own mind

by the President, is very instructive in more as¬

pects than one. It appears from it that the Pre¬
sident's notions of what is "lawful" under the
Constitution arc determined by the physical ne¬

cessities of the war, as those necessities are regard¬
ed from the point of view taken by the Executive.
Thus the constitutional legitimacy of particular
measures, instead of being settled by the text and

interpretation of the Constitution, beoomes a ques¬
tion depending for its decision on the course of
events and the mutable opinions of the Chief Ma¬

gistrate of the country called to determine the
complexion of these events. And this being so,
we can readily perceive why the President prac¬
tises a large toleration, as we know he docs, (and
in which he sets a good example to some others,)
towards those who, in all candor and honesty, do
not concur with him in his views of constitutional
duty on this point. As the President concedes
that, apart from their oonceived " necessity," the
measures he so reluctantly and hesitatingly adopt¬
ed were " otherwise unconstitutional," it is obvious
that he yields to the opponents of his policy the
advantage of being theoretically right, as they
¦were also practically right until he changed his
practice. And, as he did not adopt these "other¬
wise unconstitutional measures" until they seemed
to him indispensable, it is equally obvious that, in
a matter of human.opinion, he concedes to others
the same liberty of judgment as to their in-
dispensability which he assumes to himself. He
deemed certain measures, " otherwise unconstitu¬
tional," to be indispensable to the preservation of
the Constitution. Whoever, with the lights be¬
fore him, ie compelled to believe that, so far from
being indispensable to the preservation of the Con¬
stitution, thoy must be fatal to its supremacy, is
bound by the very same rule of duty which the
President avows to regard these measures as still
"unconstitutional;" for the President, in giving
in to them a reluctant and dilatory adhesion, de¬
fended them to his own mind only so far as they
seemed to be "indispensable." And this view, if
sound for no other purpose, is at least valuable for
the clear light in which it sets the grounds of the
charity extended, as we know, by the President to

many men, inside and outside of his party, who
do not share his practical any more than his theo¬
retical views in regard to the standard by which
the Constitution should be interpreted in the pre-
jwnt emergency. That standard, as we understand
it, has never been better defi. ed than in the fol¬
lowing words of Senator Collamkr, for whose
opinions, we arc sure, the President entertain? a

respect shared by the whole country:
"If we are constrained to call up, invoke, and put in

exerciae in any one department of tbe^Government.it if
immaterial in what department of the Government.more
of power, more of force than the Constitution provides or

than ia limited by the Conatitution.tbe moment we do
that, or are conatrained from our auppoaed neceaaitira to
do it, we acknowledge before tbe world that our inatitv-
tiomi are insufficiently founded, and that we are after all
compelled, in tbe period of trial, to reaort to tbe force
which, they any, ia neceaaary to the rxiatenee of a nation,
and our experiment ia a failure. We ihould, therefore,
particularly in a period like thia, carefully atudy and sa¬

credly regard all the limitationa and provision* of the Con¬
stitution. It ia vain and idle in ua to war against a part
«>f our people because they Lave made war upon tbe Gov¬
ernment if we at the aauie time have to aap the fourida-
tiona of the Government by stabbing through the vitaia of
the Conatitution."

THE WAK IN GEORGIA.

A GREAT BATTLE IN PROGRESS.' -

Waniiingtow, May 10.7 o'clock A. M.
To Major Gen. Dix : A despatch from Gen Sherman,

received at midnight, atatea that we are fighting for the
poaseaaion of " Rocky Face Ridge," and I have knowledge
that McPheraon took tbe 8nake Creek Gap. apd wa* with¬
in aeven milea of Reaaca thia morning. You will remem¬

ber that on Saturday the rebel* were forced frt>m Tunnel
Hill by Gen. Thomaa, and took a poaition at Burzard'a
Ko<>at. in a bend of Mill Cre^k, juat north of Dalton. Thia
¦ repreaented to be a very atrong poaition, which General
Thomaa waa unable to drive the enemy from on a former
occasion, when he advanced on Dalton. But Reaaca :s a

.poaition on tbe railroad about fifteen milea aouth of Dal¬
ton, and thia will place McPheraon with a atrong eorpa of
veteran troopa in the rear of the enemy, while General
Thomaa advancea upon their front and Gen. 8e<>fteld clo*es
in on the flank from Cleveland. It ia probable that a great
battle waa fought on that line yeaterday, and may be now
in progreaa. Gen. Joe Johnaton commanda tbe rebel
force*.

Nothing since my laat deapatch ha* been heard from the
Army of tbe Potomac or from Gen. Butler.

Edwin M. Stahtoh, Secretary of War.

GENERAL STONE.

From the St. Louir RrpMiran.
Gen. Stone certainly baa had hard luck. He Uy for a

long time in pnaon on verbal charge* connected witb tbe
diaaater at Ball'a Hluff, but, alter mootha of confinement,
waa finally released without examination, and ordered to
report to Gen. Hanka in the Department of the Gulf.
Recently he baa been relieved from hia command, [by tbe
War Department, and prior to the late battlea.J and haa
come North reating under an imputation aflYctirig hia con¬
duct in the late battle* on R*d river. We observe, how¬
ever, tbat Gen Ran*om, who behaved himaelf with anch
gallantry in tbe fight at Habme Croaa Koada, doea not
ahare in any unfavorable opinion of Gen. Stone. Tbe
following ia a letter written by Gen. R. to the ChicagoJournal:
" M'ltr*. Editor* Chicago Journal

" I notice in your paper of tbe 7th inatant a Utter from
Grand Eoore, < lite l April I "th, from your correa|><nidaui.
rigniiig bimte I Hawkey*, who, in apeakiuv of the ImUls of
tt.e Cth, any* Gen Stone, chief of Qeu. Hank* x MhII, wh* on
the field and took direction of the movement, Ate I would
Mate that I received no ordera from Gen. f>tone on that day,»tnd Ha far aa I know and believe, he waa not re»j> .naibla
for the advance or di«prxrition of tha forct a . nga^ed. I mnke
tbia con action aa an act of jna'lce to a dlctingui»hed and
meritoriouM officer who endeared himaelf to tbe Army of theCinlt by hi* gitllaiit conduct in the batllea of the *Hh afid 9thinstant* Ketpi-ctfu Iv, youra," r. K Q. Hansom, Brig. Gen U 8. V."

Prigadier General Edward R. 8. Canby was
confirmed by the Senate on Saturday last as a

Major Goncral of Volunteers, and the same even¬
ing set out for the Southwest, under orders to re¬
lieve General Ranks of his command.

thr RED rive* flirt

Official Account of Rebel Attack» upon it and oj
the blowing up of the Eastport.

Mississippi Squadron, Flao Ship Cricket,
Off Alexandria, ,(La.) Avr%l 28, ldt>4.

Hon. Gll>KON WkLLISH, Secretary of the Navy.
Hue : 1 had the honor to inform you, in my communica¬

tion No. lot;, Of the .mk.UK of the Eaatport while proeeed-
ing duwn to Alexandria, caused by the exploatou of a tor¬
pedo under her bottom and near her bow.P
On hearing this bad new* I proceeded at once to the

vessel and found her sunk to the gun deck, t^water oter

it on «>ne aide. 1 saw that no time was to be lost, and
went to Alexandria, iu hopea of ®ud,n* °"®

puuip boats then due. Lieut. Com. PbelPV httVi *Tdaeut a tug dowu for the same purpose, aud as 1 pass<d
over the tails the pump boat hove iu sight and Pr^d^jon up. An hour ilter the other boat came up, and I sent
her up also, being confident that the Eaatport ««'*

be raiaed. I had ordered all her guna taken out and all
her ammunition trau.ferred to other rilht hourldone by the time I reached her again, forty eight hours
alter the pump-boats went up.

I was detained a day in Alexandria, niaking a different
deposition of the vessel, in the MiMU.ipW, owmg to the
repot t of the capture of Fort Pillow by the rebels. I aeut
some of the heavy iron clads up there with orders to re¬

main, and also changed the destination of various vessels
in the different rivers.
When I returned to the Eastport 1 found her in a fair

way of being afloat, though all the heavy s^eam-pumps
together did not do ui -re than slightly decrease the water
The leak had to be stopped by bulkheadmg. Lieutenant
Commander Phelps went to work vigorously to endeavor
to save his vessel, and he was seconded by his officers and
crew. I don't think I ever witnessed harder work thau
wa« performed by the officers and crew of the Eastport,
and it seemed to be the determination of all on board that
nhe should not fall iuto the hands of the enemy if it could
be helped. I felt confident that the Eastport woud be
saved, if time permitted, but I had a faint idea that our

army were about to fall back on Alexandria, when it
would become necessary to destroy the Eastport, or per¬
ilous lose some other vessels.

....».On uiy arrival at Graud Ecore I found that preparations
w.-re makii g to move the army in the directum of Alexan¬
dria, and I ordered the large vessels at once below the
bars, with orders to proceed slowly to Alexandria keep¬
ing with me the lighter draft vessels to cover the land-
forces, aud give protection to the transports.
The day after my retnrn to Graud Ecore, orders were

issued for the army to move to Alexandria. 1 be Eastport
was not yet afloat, and I thought our chance of saving her
very small, unless we were certain of having no enemy to
annoy us after the army left.
On the HUth of April I went down to the Eaaport again,

and after informing the commander how matters atood,
we concluded that it was necessary to run Borne risks if
we wished to save the vessel. She was now slightly rest¬
ing on the bottom on one side, and steain ha 1 been raised
on her On the 21st she started, in tow of the pump-boat
Champion, No. 5. and with the pump of Champion No .1
transferred to the Eastport, and connected with her
boilers This arrangement, with the addition of one or

two syphon pumps, kept the water out of the fire-room and
confined it to the bow.

.... j-cI waited at a point eight miles below Grand Ecore, and
sent up a gunboat to convoy down all the transports that
were left up.this vessel bringing up the rear, towing a

flit on which were all the Eastport's guns.
On the first day the Eastport made twenty miles down

the river, but at six o'clock in the evening she grounded,
from not being in the channel, and the first of our difficul¬
ties commenced in getting her over the bars and other ob¬
structions which abound in this river.

It would be impossible to give an adequate idea of the
difficulties of the navigation from the iilst of April up to
the -jr.th, the time wheu it was no louger considered possi¬
ble to get the Eastport over the sand-bars and logs, now

increasing, unless time was allowed to remove them, and
the euemy were kept from annoying us while we were at
W
The Lieutenant Commander commanding the Eastport,

S L. Phelps, bad done all that man could do to save his
vessel, and felt it to be a matter of pride to get her to
Alexandria. She had grounded eight times badly, and
each time under circumstances where it was very doubt¬
ful it she would come off, but the commander's confidence
never deserted him, and I could not help but admire his
coolness and faith in getting his vessel to Alt-xtudria, when
I knew there were places to pass below with much less
water on them.

I determined that I would never leave this vessel to her
fate as long as the commander felt a hope of getting her
down He worked with almost superhuman efforts to ac¬

complish the object in view, sleep,ug apparently neither
u ght or day.every body worked aud went through pri¬
vations of all kinds, aud I must say that mentally I never
went through so much anxiety in my life.
On the sixth day of this labor of hauling the Eaitport

over the bars, and after congratulating ourselves that we
had passed every impediment, orders were given to fill up
with feuce rails for fuel, and we started down stream with
i lie expectation of making at least thirty miles that day.
The vessel had already been brought sixty miles on her
way, aud sixty more would bring her within our lines.

'i he army though were sixty miles ahead of us. and the
report was that the rebels were following in their rear,
also opposing them in front, and we might naturally ex¬

pect wheu the army arrived safely in Alexandria that the
wh. le power of the enemy would be directed to cutting
off my small forco of three light drafts, and the Eastport,
without any guns; indeed we had already received notice
tbat such were their intentions.
On April i45tb I made signal to pass down stream, and

had scarcely started before the Kastport was hard aground,
and this time in a position where even the commander's
bopes of relieving her failed. The difficulty here was a
want of water, and the bed of the river was filled with
logs over which it would be impossible to get the vessels
unless we had the time. We tried to lighten ber by re¬

moving her iron plating, but this we found to be labor be
yond our povfer.the plates could not be removed in a

short time.and that plan was abandoned at once.
I had determined to remain by the Eastport until she

was safe within our lines, or blowu up, to prevent her
fulling into the hands of the enemy. On two occasions I
had given the commander preparatory instructions relative
to her destruction, thinking her time had come; but, still
hopeful and persistent, he stuck to the work, aud deserved
to have met with greater success.
Every effort was made to get the Eastport off from what

proved to be her final resting place. The gunboat Fort
Hindman (whose commander has worked to save the Eas -

Sort with a z><al I never saw surpassed) succeeded with
er steam ca^stau in moving ber bow, but only enough to

get Into a worse position right across the chsnnel, with a
b^d of logs under her, an I from that place it seemed thst
rfo human power could move her.
The cammander having admitted there seemed no hope

of getting her off unless we bad tirue, and our rear pro¬
tected, I gave the order to destroy her. One ton of pow¬der was placed in her in various positions, she was filled
with such combustibles as we could procure, and at 1 4.r»
P. M April yf.th, the Eastport was blown up, Lieut. Com¬
mander Pheips applying the match, and being the last oue
to leave the vessel, fie had barely time to reach the boat
when tbe Eastport blew up, covering the boat withirag-
ments of wood. Seven different explosions followed, and
then tlm flames burst forth in every direction. The vessel
was completely destroyed.as perfect a wreck as ever was
made by powder tthe remain* a troublesome obstruction
to block up the channel for some time to come. All stores,
Ac. were removed, and such parts of th«i machinery as
could be made available by the rebels. 1 here was nothing
but tbe iron plates left behind, which finally fell inside the
hull. Some fell out board, as the fire burut away the
wood to which they were attached, and will soon disap
pear under tbe Batids.igajCi}

I would have brought away every piece of iron had I
not been warned tbat I had overstaid my time. Gangs of
guerrillas began to hover on the left bank of the river, and
just previous to blowing up tb»> Eastport we were attacked
by a heavy force on the right bank.
This vessel was lying tied to the bank, and I was back¬

ing < ut fioui tbe Eastport in the Hiudman, to give the
former a chance U blow up withmtf injury to any one.
The rebels selected this moment to make their attack,
and, rising suddenly from the bank, opened on our little
squadron with twelve hundred muskets, and then made a
rush to board the Cricket. The enemy, however, were

properly met and repelled, and the Cricket, dropping out
from the bank, opened on tbem with grape and canister,
and, witii a heavy cross-fire from tbe two other vessels,
tbe rebels were routed in five minutes.

After this we blew the Eastport up and proceeded down
the river We were riot molested until we bad gone about
twenty miles, at a pointabove Cane river. When round¬
ing the poiot, Ihe vtssels in class order ar d ready for ac¬
tion, we descried a party of the enemy with artillery on
the right batik, and we immediately opened fire with our
bow guns Tbe enemy immediately returned it with a

largej number of cannon, eighteen in all, every shot of
which struck this vessel.
¦The captain (Acting Master II. IF. Gaveing) gave orders
to stop tbe eng nes for the purpose of fighting tbe battery,and covering the boats astern.I corrected tbis miitake
and got headway on the vessel again, but not soon enoughto avoid tbe pelting shower of shot .and shell which the
enemy poured into us, every shot going through andthrough us, clearing all on decks in a moment.Finding the guns not firing rapidly, I stepped on the gundeck to see what was the matter. I stepped down, theafter gun was struck with a shell and disabled, and everymad at the gun killed and wounded. At the same moment
tbe crew from the forward gun was swept away by a shell
exploding, and the men were wounded in the fire room,leaving one man to fire up I made up a gun's crew from
tbe contrabands, who fought the guu to the last moment.
Finding that the eugme did not move, I went into the

engine room and found the chief engineer killed, whose
place was soon supplied by an as«istaiit. I then went to
the pilot-home, arid found that a shot had gone through it
and wounded one of the pilot*. 1 took charge of tbe vea-

Mi. w».i m tba W»fcMrf wu * »*ry om. i 4«t«r»iM4
to paaa it, which vh done under th» bea»l*«t flr« I

Wr.t"tp^d to turn her head up atream to attaek with
our two bow guns, the only guns left, but ». this was im¬

practicable, I let her drift down around the point and
.helled the enemy'* batteries in the rear. Thi» disturbed
them lor a wouieut, and enabled the light-draft Juliet and
pump-boat Champion, lasbed together, to escape from un¬
der the ImiiR where they had drifted The Juliet had the
Htfaui pipe cut and became disabled, baviug drifted clear
from under the guns of the euemy and cloae into the bank
where the guna could not be depressed to reach them, and
from whence the Champion towed her iu safety, when the
lliudmau opened her batteries, and this ves»el was tiring
into the rear of the enemy's batteriea.

_Seeing that the Hindmau did not pass the batteries, the
Juliet disabled, aud that one of the pump boats had her
boiler exploded by a shot, 1 ran down to a point three or

four miles below, where 1 had oidered two irou-clads to be
ready to meet me in case of necessity. Unfortunately, 1
rau on shore a short time alter passing the batteries, aud
remained there three hours, took fire in the meau time
from the explosion of some cartridges, the box containingwhich had beeu struck by the enemy's »hot. It was after
dark when 1 reached tbe appointed pKce, where 1 found
the Osage lying opposite a field battery of the enemy,
which they had been shelliug throughout the day. I he
Lexington had beeu hard at work at them and had
been hulled fifteen times, without one man killed. 1he
firing above bad ceased, and as the channel waa very intri¬
cate, I could not seud her up to the assistance of the ves¬

sels without dauger of her getting aground. I knew that
they were all above the butteries, aud was iu hopes that
the Hindman had silenced them

Lieut. Com. Phelps had two vessels iu charge.the J u-
liet and Cb*uipton.which he wished to get through safely.
He kept tbeui out of range uutil he could partially repair
the Juliet, and I lieu starting under a heavy fire he made a

push by. Unfortunately the pump boat was disabled and
set fire to and burnt up The llindman had her wheel
ropes cut away, and drifted pant turmug round aud round,
and getting well cut up in goiug by. The Juliet was cut
to pieces iu hull and machinery, had fifteen killed aud
wouuded. Four miles below Ihey met the Masho goiug
up, too late to cover them. Had she arrived in time she
could likely hive cleaued out the batteries, at least di¬
verted the fire of them until the passage of the boats.

I enclose the report of" Lieut. Couid'g. Phelps from the
time of his first misfortune until his arrival at this place,
where I now am with all the fl^et, having lost none of the
guuboats, but very much surprised that I have any left,
considering the difficulties encountered.

... . tWhen the rebels had followed our army to the point
where they could effect no more, all tbnir attention was

turned to the little squadron I had escorting the fcaatport.
Every man and gun was brought to the river, aud we had
to couteud against such odds that it seemed impossible to
escape destruction or very Bevere handliug. No vcwels
were ever better fought, aud none of this class (mere
thread paper vessels) were ever under so hot a tire. In
five minut -s the Cricket was struck thirty-eight timesi with
.olid shot and shell, with a loss of twenty three killed aud
wounded.half her crew. The Juliet about the same with
fifteen killed and wounded. The Hindman lost three killed
and four or five wounded.

I may have l»cked judgment in not blowing the fcaat
port up sooner, wh*n I found that we were a secondary
consideration to the army, but as I had staid behind my¬
self to see the last transport through safely, I could not do
less with one of my own vessels. I wus unable to keep
up communication with the army; as the lm-aus of com¬

munication were with them, and as they marched along
faster than I calculated, (forty miles in one day, when I
supposed they would only go twenty,) I was further in

their rear than I should have been. This arose from my
desire to save the East port, and hoping that some signal
success on the part of the army (which I lelt confident

able to whip all the rebel* iu that part of the country)
would dispose of the enemy altogether.
From the beginning of this expedition up to the present

time, the officers and men of this squadron have worked
with superhuman zeal, and overcome difficulties which
.oemed insurmountable. The success of the expedition
depended entirely on the success of the navy iu getting the
transports safely to an appointed place, Springfield Laud¬
ing, which would have put us in communication with the
aruiy and then in poasession of all their materials of war.
This we accomplished, and wbefi the army returned, un¬

expectedly, we fought our way back again without loss of
any kiud, (excepting men,) intlictiug a loss of five hundred
men on the enemy, killed their best General, (Greeu,) aud
a number of his officers.
On our way down to Al"xandria obstacle! were over¬

come euough to appall the stoutest heart. Guns had to be
takeu out of vessels and then jumped over sand-bars and
logs, and the .quadron arrived here in time to prevent auy
attack on our reserve stores.
The difficulty about water is a most unusual one, and we

must certainly have a rise of the few feet we want before
the end of the seasou. All the rivers are booming at this
time, and it should be so here. I am no more responsible
for the failure of water here than I would be if tbe Missis
sippi went dry at this season.a thing that never happened
yet I came up here with the river on the rise, and water
enough for our largest vessels; aud even on my way up to
Shreveport from Grand Ecore tbe water rose, while it com*
menced falling where I left tbe largest gunboats. Falling
or not, 1 c..uld not go back while in charge of tbe trans-
ports and tbe material on which an army of thirty thou¬
sand men depended. Nothing would justify me in doing
so. I have still confiden ce in a good Providence, which I
am sure will not desert us, and confidence that the nation
will not permit this fleet to be sacrificed wheu it has so

well performed ita part in what should have been a com¬

plete success.
In conclusion I beg leave to mention the brave, cool,

and zealous manner in vyhich Lieutenant Commander
Phelps worked to get bis vensel out of her difficulties,
never losing his faith for a single momeut i also, the hand¬
some mauner in which be brought the two fragile gunboats
past tbo»»« batteries, rlieating the enemy of the prz* they
had promised themselves. To Acting Volunteer Lieut
johu Pearce, comman iing the Fort Hindman, great praise
is due for the efforts he made li ght and day to get the
Eastport off, working his officers and men until they could
hardly stand. Acting Master Geo. W. Rogers, of the
Pittsburg, deserve* great credit for the manner in which
he worked at the bulh|i»ad« of the Eastport up to his
middle in water for eight d-»y* ; to him wo entrusted the
duty of stopping tbe leak, which he tsirly accomplished
uoder the most trying circumstances. Acting Master J.
S. Watson defended bis vensei in the most gillant manner,
and never was a vessel more cut up.
Where all do their duty it is hard to discriminate; but

wh n the record of this expedition is overhauled, the names
of Commander R Townsend, ommandinf Essex; Lieu
tenant Commander J. L. Phelps, Eastport; Lieutenant
Commander WaUoi Smith, Chillieotho, (temporarily;)
Lieutenant Commander K R. Breese, Black Hawk ; Lieu¬
tenant Commander J P. Foster, Lafayette; Lieutenant
Commander J S. Greer, Benton ; Lieute>nait Commander
E. K. Owen, Louisville; Lieuteiiaut Commander J. G.
Mitchell, Catondelet: Lieutenant Commander F M Ram-
aey, Cbnct%w ; Lieutenant Commander T. O. Selfridge,
Ossge ; Lieutenant Commander Byron Wilson, Ouichita;
Lieutenant Commander George M. Ba<h», Lexington;
Lieutenant Commander, H. W Terry, Benefit,
transport;) Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. K. Hoel,
Pittsburg; Assistant Volunteer Lieutenant Hainuel
ard, Neosho; Acting Volunteer Lieutenant George W.
Browne, Ozark Acting Volunteer Lieutenant A R La- g-
thorue, Mound City; Assistant Volnnteer Lieutenant John
Pearce, F>>rt Hindman; Acting Master H. H Garringe,
Cricket; Assistant Master J S WaUon, Juliet; Acting
Ma«w«r Charles Thatcher, Gaulle ; should stand Promi
nent, having zealously performed every thing required of
them with an ability deserving of the highest praise.

I deem it nfrcewmry to aend you a bearer of
who will explain to you fully tbe condition of the fleet.

I am, air, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVID PORTER Rear Admiral.

OFFICIAL.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PRESIDENT.
Kxkciitiv* Mansion,

\Vanhin<iton, May Utii, 1864.
To the Frunili of Union and Jjilterty:
Knough in known of army operations within the

last five days to claim our cspccial gratitude to
God; while what remains undone demands our
most sincctc prayers to and reliance upon Ilim,
without whom all human effort is vain. I recom¬
mend that all patriots, at tbctr homes, in their
places of public worship, and wherever they may
be, unite ito common thanksgiving and prnycr to
Almighty God.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

NCN KESIDENCE AND THE DRAFT
Hon. Wm. WlllTtNo, Solicitor of the War Department

baa given an opinion that when a person who bas been
drafted claitna exemption on account of non-residenee he
must prove the followirg points:

j,t. His non-residence in tbe district where he claima
exemption at the time of hie enrolment therein.
2d What his place of actual residence was at the time

when the enrolment therein was made
.

:id That he was or ia actually enrolled, and has been
drafted, or ia liable to draft, in hie place of actual reai-
dence.

All peraona are liable to enrolment and draft in some

dietriet, and errors in spelling the names, or mistakes in
noting tbe occupation or reaidence of those liable to mili¬
tary dnty, will not entitle them to exemption from draft.

THE FORT PILLOW MA80AO1M.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CON¬

DUCT OF THE WAR.

The Joint Committee ou the Conduct and Expenditures
of the War, to whom whs referred the resolution of Con
gross imtruotioij them to investigate the Into uitna&ore at
Fort Pillow, submitted a report to both Honaes on Thurs¬
day iiwt. The committee state that in the execution of the
aaid resolution they designated two member* of the corn-
juittee (Messr*. Wade and Goooh) to proceed forthwith
to suob place* a# they might deem neoeaaary and take tes-
tiwony, and that thia aub committee, having discharged that
duty, returned to thia city and submitted to the jeint com¬
mittee a report, with accompanying papera and teatimony.
The aaid report waa adopted by the joint committee, whoae
chairman waa inatructed to aubinit the aame with the tea-
t mony to Congreaa. The following ia the report:

HKPOHT OK 8UB-C*)MMITTEE.
Meaara. Wade and Oooch, the sub-committee appointed

by the Joiut Committee ou the Conduct aud Expenditures
of the War, with instructions to proceed to auch pointa as
they might deem uooes*ary for the purpose of taking teati¬
mony in regard to the massacre at Port Pillow, submitted
the following report to the joint committee, together with
the accompanying teatimouy aud papera:

In obedience to the inatruotioua of thia joint committee,
adopted on the 18th ultimo, your committee left Washing-
tou oa the morning of the 19th, taking with them the ste¬
nographer of thia committee, and proceeded to Cairo and
Mound City, lliiuoia; Columbus, Kentucky, aud Fort Pil¬
low and Memphis, Tenueasee, tt each of which places theyproceeded to take testimony.
Although your committee were inatructed to inquireonly in reference to the attack, capture, aud maaaacre at

Fort Pillow, they have deemed it proper to take some tea
timony iu refe*ence to the < perations of Forreat and bis
command, immediately preceding aud eubaequent to that
horrible transaction. It jvill appear, from the testimony
thua taken, that the atrocities committed at Fort Pillow
were uot the result of paasioiia excited by the heat of con¬
flict, but were reaulta of a policy deliberately decided upon,and uuheaitatiugly announced. Even if the uncertainty of
the fate of those officers and men belonging to colored re¬
giments who have heretofore been taken prisoners by the
rebela haa failed to convince the authorities of our Govern¬
ment of this tact, the testimony herewith submitted must
convince even the moat skeptical that it ia the intention of
the rebel authorities not to recognise the officers and men
of oilr colored regiments a* entitled to the treatment ac
curded by sll civilized nationa to priaooera of war. The
declarations of Forreat and his officers, both before and
after the capture of FortPillcw, aa teatified to by auch ofour
men as have escaped after being taken by him; the threats
contained in the varuus demands for surrender made at
Paducah, Columbus, and other places ; the renewal of the
massacre the morning after the capture of Fort Pillow;
the statements made by the rebel officers to the officers of
our gunboats who received the few survivors at Port Pil-
1 ,w.all of this proves moat conclusively the policy they
have determined to adopt.The firat operation of any importance waa the attack
upon Union City, Tennessee, by a portion of Forrest's
command. The attack was made on the '24th of March
The post waa occupied by a force of about five hundred
men, under Col. Hawkins, of the Seventh Tenneaaee Union
cavalry. The attacking force was superior in uumbers,
but waa repulaed aeveral times by our own forces. For
tbe particulars of the attack, and the circumstances at¬
tending the surrender, jour committee would refer to the
toatiuiouy submitted. They would state, however, that it
would appear from the testimony that the surrender was
oppo-ed by nearly if uot quite all the olliccrs of Col. Haw¬
kins's command. Your committee think that the circum¬
stances connected with the surrender are such that they
demand the most searching investigation by tin military
authorities, as at the time or the surrender but one man ou
our side had been injured.
On the '25th of March the enemy, under the rebel Gene¬

rals Forrest, Buford, Harris, and Thompson, estimated at
over six thousand men, made an attack on Paducah, Ken¬
tucky, which post was occupied by Col. 8. G. nicks, 10th
Illinois Regiment, with six hundred and fifty five men
Our forces retired into Fort Andersou, aud there made
their stand, assisted by some gunboats belonging to the
command ol Capt. Shirk, of the navy, successfully repel¬
ling tbe attacks of the euemy." Failiug to make any im-
pri'aaion upon our forces, Forrest then demanded an un¬
conditional aurrender, oloaiug hia communication to Col.
Hicka in thes > worda; " If you aurrender you shall be
treated aa priaonera of war. But if I huve to atoim your
woiks you may expect no quarter." This demand and
threat was met by a refusal on the part of Col. Hicka to
surrender, he stating that he had been placed there by hia
Uovernmeut to defend that poat, and he abould do so.
Tbe rebela made three other aaiaultt that aame day, but
were repulaed with heavy loas each time.the rebel Gene¬
ral Thompson being killed in the last assault. The enemy
retired nett day, haviug suffered a loas eatimated at three
tiundred killed and from one thouaand to twelve hundred
wounded. The loaa ou our aide waa fourteen killed and
forty-afx wounded
Tbe operations of the enemy at Paducah were charac¬

terised by the aame bad faith and treachery that seems to
have become tbe aettled policy of Forreat and his command.
The flag of truce waa taken advantage of there aa else-
where to secure deairable positions which the rebels were
unable to obtain by fair and honorable means; and alao to
afford opportunities for plundering private atorea, aa well
aa Government property At Paducah the rebels were
guilty of acta more cowardly, if possible, than any tbey
have practiaed elsewhere. When the attack was m*de the
officers of tbe fort and of tbe gunboats adviaed the women
and children to go to tbe river for the purpoae of beingtaken acroaa out of danger. As they were leaving the
town for that purpose the rebel sharpshooters mingledwith them, and, shielded by their presence, advanced aud
fired upon tbe gunboats, wounding some of the officers and
men. Our forces could not return tbe fire without endanger¬
ing tbe lives of the women and children. The rebela alao
placed women in front of their lines as they rnov^d on the
fort, or were proceeding to take position*, while the flag
of truce was at tbe fort, in order to compel our men to
withhold their fire, out of regard for the lives of the women
who were made use of iu this most cowardly manner. For
more full details of the attack, and the treacherous and
oowardly practice of the rebels there, your committee refer
to tbe testimony herewith submitted.
On the 13th of April, tho day after the capture of Fort

Pillow, the rebel Gen. Buford appeared before Coluuibm,
Kentucky, arid demanded its unconditional surrender. He
coupled with that demand a threat that if tbe place was
not surrendered, aud he should be compelled to attack it,
" no quarter whatever abould be shown to negro troops "

To thia Col. Lawrence, in command of the fort, repliedthat " surrender was out of the question, as he had been
placed there by hia Government to bold and defend the
plane, and should do ao." No attack waa made, but the
enemy retired, having taken advantage of the flag of truce
to take some horsea of Union citi«ena, which had been
brought iu there for security.

It waa at Fort Pillow, however, that the brutality and
cruelty of the rebela were moat fearfully exhibited The
garrison there, aocording to the last returna recived at
heaiquartera, amounted to nineteen officers and five hun
dred and thirty eight enlisted snen, of whom two hundred
and sixty two men were adored troops, comprising one
battalion of tbe (1th United Hlatea heavy artillery (formerly
the lat Alabama artillery) of colored troops, under com
inand ol M^jor W. J. B<H>th » one section of the Ud UnijedStates light artillery, oolored. and one battalion of the 13th
Tennessee cavalry, white, commanded by Major W K.
Bradford. Maj*r Booth was the ranking otlcer, and was
hi ermmaod of tbe fort.
On Monday, the liith of April, the anniversary of the

attack on Fort Sumter, in April, IS0I, the pickets of the
garrison were driven iu just before sunrise i that being tbe
laint intimation our forces then had of any intention on the
>art of the enemy to attack that pkoe. Fighting soon
>ecauie general j aud, about nine o'clook, Major Booth
waa hilled. Major Bradford succeeded to the command
and withdrew all the forces within the fort. They had
previously occupied some entrenchment* at some distance
Irom tbe fort, and further from the river.

i bis fort was situated on a high bluff, which descended
precipitately to tbe river's edge, the ridge of the bluff on
the river side being covered with trees, bushes, and fallen
timber. Extending back from th« river, on either side of
the fort, wa« a ravine or hollow, tbe one below the fort
containing several private stores and som« dwellings, con¬
stituting what was called tbe town. At the month of that
ravine, and on the river bank, wore some Government
bulding* containing commissary stores. The ravine above
the for', waa known aa C«dd Creek ravine, the ridge being
covered with trees and bu»he». To the right, or below,
and a little te the front of the fort, was a level piece of
ground, not quite so elevated a* the fort itaelf, on which
had been erected some log huts or abantiea, which were
occupied by the white t(oopi, nnd also used for hospitaland other purposes. Within the fort tents had been erected
with board fl<ors, for the u*e of the colored troops. There
were six pieces of artillery in the fort, consisting of two
.ix-pounders, two twelve pound howitiers, and two ten-
pounder parrot*.
Tbe rebels eontlnned their attack, but up to two or three

o'clock in the afternoon they had not gained any declaive
success. Our troops.both vbite and black.fought moat
bravely, and were in good spirits. The gunboat No. J,
New Era, C->pt. Man-hall, took part in the conflict, shell-
ing the enemy aa opportunity offered. Signals had been
agreed npon by which the officers in the fnrt could Indicate
where tbe guns of the fort could be most effective. There
being hut one gunboat there, ntf permaneut impression ap¬
pear* to have been produced npon the enemy ; for as tbey
were shelled out of one ravine they would make their ap¬
pearance in the other. They would thua appear aud re¬
tire aa the gunboat moved from one point to the other.
Abont one o'clock the fire on both sides slackened some¬
what, and the gunboat moved out of the river to clean and
cool tbe gnna, having fired two hundred and eighty two
rounds of shell, schrapnel, and canister, which nearly ex¬
hausted the supply of ammunition.

ru rebels, kiTloi thai fir fWied I# thiir iw
resortrd to their eust<>m*'y flags of true*. Tb«» ftt«l flag
of true* oouveyed a demand from Forrest for the unouu-
ditioual aurrender of the fort. To this Major Bradford -re¬

plied, aaking to be allowed one hour to conault with hia
offioera aud offioera of the gunboat. Io a abort time a
second flag of truce appeared, with a communication from
Forrest that he would allow Major Bradford twenty
ininutea in which to move hia troopa out of the fort, and
if it waa not doue withiu that time an assault would be
ordered To thia Major Bradford returned the reply that
be would not aurreuder.

During the time theae flags of truce were flying the
rebela were moving down the ravines and taking poailioua
from which the more readily to charge upon the fort. Par¬
ties of them were alao engaged in pluuderiug the Oovero-
meut buildinga and commissary and quartermaster's atorea
in full view of tBe gunboat. Captain Maraball atatea that
he lefiained from firing upon the rebela, although they
were thua violating the flag of tiuce, for lear that should
they finally succeed in capturiug the fort they would jua-
tify any atrocities they might commit by aaying that they
were iu retaliation for hia firing while the flag of truce waa
flying. lie aaya, however, that when he aaw the rebela
oomiug down the ravine, above the fort, aud taking poai-
tiona there, he got under way and atood for the fort. I
determined to uae what little ammunition we had left in
ahelling them out of the ravine; but be did not get up
within effective range before the final aaaault waa made.
Immediately after the aecond flag of trued retired, the

rebela made a rush from the positions they had ho treach¬
erously gained, aud obtained posaeaaion of the fort, raiaiug
the cry of " no quarter." But little opportunity waa al¬
lowed for reaiatance. Our troopa, black aud white, threw
down their arina, and Bought to eacape by runuing down
the ateep bluff near the fort, and secreting themselves be¬
hind tree a aud loga, iu the bushes, aud under the brush,
aoiue even jumping into the river, leaviug only their heada
above the water, aa they crouched down uuder the bank.
Then followed a scene of cruelty and murder without

Carallel in pivilized warfare, which needed but the toiiia-
awk aud acalping-kuife to exceed the woret atrooitiea

ever oommitted by aavagea. The rebela commenced an
iudiacriminate slaughter, aparing neither age nor aex, white
or black, aoldier or civilian. The offioera and men seemed
to vie with each other in the devilieh work. Men aud
women, and even childreu, wherever found, were deliber¬
ately ahot down, beaten, and hacked with aabrea. Some
of the children, not more than ten yeara old, were forced
to atand up and face their murderera while being abut.
The aick and wounded wert# butchered without mercy, the
rebela even entering the hospital building aud dragging
them out to be ahot, or killing them aa they lay there
unable to offer the leaat resistance. All over the hill aide
tbe work of murder was going on. Numbera of our men
were collected together in linea or groupa and deliberately
ahot. 8ome were ahot while in the river, while othera on
the bank were ahot and their bodies kicked into the water,
many of them atill living, but unable to make any exer-
tioua to aave themaelvea from drowning. Some of the
rebela atood upon the top of the bill, or & abort diatance
down its aide, und called to our aoldiera to come up to
them, and aa they approached ahot them dowu in cold
blood ; if their guua or piatols missed fire, forcing them to
atand there until they were again prepared to fire. All
around were heard crica of 1 no quarter, uo quarter; kill
the d.d niggera, shoot them dowu All who asked for
mercy were anawered by the moat cruel taunta and aneera.
Some were epared far a time, only to be murdered under
circumatancea of greater cruelty. No cruelty which the
moat fiendiah malignity could deviae waa omitted by these
murderera. One white aoldier, who waa wounded in one
leg ao aa to be unable to walk, waa made to atand up \yhile
hia tormentors shot him. Othera, who were wouuded aud
uuable to atand up, were held up aud again ahot. One
negro, who hud been ordered by a rebel officer to hold
hia horae, waa killed by him ^heu he remonstrated.
Another, a mere child, whom'an officer had taken
up behind him on hia horae, waa a^en by Chalmers,
who at onoe ordered the officer to put him down aud shoot
him, which waa done. The hula aud teuta in which mauyof the wounded had sought ehelter were set on fire, both
that night and the next m mine, while the wounded were
atill in them, those only escspiug who were able to get
themaelvea out, or who could prevail on othera leas injuredthan themaelvea to help them out, and even some of these
thua seeking to escape flames were met by these ruffitna and
brutally shot down or had their braina beaten out One
man was deliberately fastened down to the fl >or of a tent,
face upwarda, by meana of naila driven through bis cleth-
ing and into tbe boarda under him, ao that he could not
posaibly eacape, and then the tent set on fire; another waa
nailed to the aide of a building, outaide of the fort, and then
the building aet on fire and burned. The charred reuiaiua
of five or aix bodiea were afterwarda found, all but one ao
much disfigured aud couaumed by the fitmes thitt theycould not be identified, and the identification of that one is
not absolutely certain, although tbere can hardly be a doubt
that it waa the body of Lieut Akeratoom, quartermaaterof tbe 13th Virginia cavalry, and a native Teunesaean. I
feveral witneaaes who aaw the remaica, and were person¬
ally acquainted with him while living, have testified that it 1
i* their firm belief that it waa hia body that waa thua treated. I
Theae deeda of murder and cruelty cloaed when night came
on, only to be renewed tbe next morning, when the demona I
carefully Bought among tbe dead lying about io all direc- I
tiona for any other wounded yet alive, and those they fouud
were deliberately shot

Scores of the dead and wounded were found tbere tbe
day of tbe maasacre by the men from aome of our guu-
boata, who were permitted to go on shore and collect the 1
wounded and bury the dead. The rebela themaelvea had I
made a preteuce of burying a great many of their viotims,
but they had merely thrown them, without the least ro-
gard to care or decency, into the trenches and ditchea I
about the fort or tbe little hoilowa and ravinea on the hill-
aide, covering them but partially with earth Portions of I
heada and facea, banda aud feet, were found protruding I
throuph the esrth in every direction; and even when your I
committee viaited the apot, two weeks afterwards, al- 1
though partiea of men had been aent on ahore from time to I
time to bury the bodiea unburied and rebury tbe othera, I
and were then engaged in the same work, we found tbe I
evidences of thia murder aud cruelty atiL moat painfully.We aaw bodies atill unburied, (at aome distance from the I
fort,') of some aick men who had been met fleeing from the I
hospital and beaten down and brutally murdered, and their I
bodiea left where they had fallen. We could atill aee th*
laces and hands and feet of men, white aud black, pro- I
truding out of the ground, whose graves had not been 1
reached by tboae engaged in reinterring the victims of the I
masaacre; and, although a great deal of rain had fallen
within the preceding two weeka, the gn und, more espe¬
cially on the aide and at tbe foot of tbe bluff, wh^re moat I
of the murders had been committed, waa still discolored
by the blood of our brave but unfortunate men, and the I
loga and treea ahowed but too plaiply the evidences of the
atrocities perpetrated tbere.
Many other instances of equally atrocious cruelty mightbe enumerated, but your committee f«el compelled to re¬

frain from giving here more of the heart sickening detaila,
Mid refer to the atatemeuta contained in tbe voluminous
testimony herewith submitted. Those atatemeuta were I
obtained by them from eye-witnesses and sufferers. Many I
of them, ai they were examned by your committee, were I
lying upon beds of pain and suffering ; some so feeble that
their lips could with difficulty frame the worda by whioh
they endeavored to convey aome idea of the crueltiea
which had been inflicted on them, and which they had aeeu I
inflicted on othera

In reference to the fate of Major Bradford, who waa in I
command of the fort when it waa oaptured, and who had
up to that time received no injury, there aeems to be no l
doubt. The general understanding seems to be that he
had been brutally murdered tbe day after he was taken
prisoner. How many of our tr<>ops thus fell victims to
the malignity and barbarity of Forrest and bis followers
cannot yet be definitely ascertained. Two officers belong'
ing to tbe garrison were absent at the time of the captureand massacre. Of tbe remaining officers but two are
known to be living, aud tbey are w<yinded now in the hos¬
pital at Mound City; one of them, (.'apt. Porter, may even
now be dead, aa the surgeons, when your committee were
there, eipreaaed no hope of hia recovery. Of the men, Jfrom three hundred to four hundred are known to have I
been killed at Fort Pillow, of whom at leaat three hun¬
dred were murdered in cold blood after the fort waa in
poasession of the rebela, and our men had thrown down
their aruia and ceaaed to offer resistance. Of tbe surviv- I
ora, except the wounded in the hospital at Monnd City,and tbe few who auceeeded in making their escape un- I
hurt, nothing deinite is known, and it is to be feared that
many have been murdered after being taken away from
the fort.
When your committee arrived at Memphis, Tennessee,

tbey found and examined a man, Mr. MeLagon, who had
been conscripted by some of Forrest's forces, but who, I
with other conscripts, had sueeeeded in making his eacane. I
He testifies ttat while two companies of rebel troops, with I
Mnji>r Bradford and maity other prisoners, were on the
march from Brownsville to Jaokaon, Tennessee, r
Bradford was taken by five rebels, one an officer, led about
fifty yards from the line of march, and deliberately mur¬
dered, in view of all there assembled. He fell, killed in¬
stantly by three musket balls, even while asking that his
life might be spared, as he had fought them manfully and
waa deserving of a better fate. Th* motive for the mur¬
der of Major Bradford aeems to have been the simpl > fact
that, although a native of the Boutb, he remained loyal to
his Government Tbe testimony herewith submitted eon.
tains many statements made by tbe rebels that they did
not intend to treat 'home made Vankeea," aa they termed
loyal Houthemera, any better than negro troopa.
There (a one circumatance connected wi'h tbe eventa

herein narrated which your committee cannot permit to
paa* unnoticed. Tbe testimony herewith submitted dis¬
closes thia moat aatounding and ahameful fact: On the
morning of the day aucceeding the capture of Fort Pillow,the gunboat Silver Cloud, (No.'28,) the transport Platte
Valley, and the gunboat N*w Era, (No. 7,) landed at FortPillow under flag-of truce, for the purpose of receiving the
few wounded there, and burying the dead. While, they
were lying there, the rebel Qen. Chalmers, and other re¬
bel offioera, came down to the landing, and some of them
went on the boats. Notwithstanding the evidencea of re¬
bel atrocity and barbarity with which the ground waa cov-
ered, there were some of our army officers on board the
Platte Valley so lost to every feeling of decency, honor,
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tplouou* In baatowlng oMlltlaa aud alUutlau uuou Ik*
rebel officers, even while they were boasting of the mur¬
der* they had there committed. Tour committee were
uuable to ascertain the utmei of the offloers who have
thua iuflioted so foul a staiu upon the honor of our arny-
They are assured, however, by the mititary authoritiea
that every effort will be made to aaeertain their namea aud
bring them to the puuishment they ao richly merit.
Iu relation to the reinforcement or evacuation of Fort

Pillow it would appear that the troopa there stationed
were withdrawn on the '20th of Jauuary laat, in older to
accompany the Meridian expedition uuder Gen. Sherman.
Qen. Hurlburt teatiiiea that he never received any instruo-
tiona to permanently vacate the poet, and deemiug it im¬
portant to oocupy it, ao that the rebels ahould not inter¬
rupt the navigation of the Miaaiaaippi by planting artillery
there, he aent some troopa there about the middle of Feb¬
ruary, inoreaaing their number afterwarda until the garri-
aon amounted to nearly six hundred men. He alao atatea
that aa aoon aa he learned that the place waa attacked, be
immediately took meaturea to aend up reinforeemeuts from
Memphia, aud they were actually embarking when he re¬
ceived information of the capture of the fort.
Your committee cannot clone thia report without ex-

preaaing their obligatioua to the officer* of the army, aud
many with whom they were brougut in coutaot, for the
assistance they rendered. It ia true your committee were
furnished by the Secretary of War with the fulleat autho¬
rity to call upon any one iu the army for auch aervicea at
they might require to enable them to make the investiga-
tion devolved upon them by Congress. Hut they found
that no auch authority waa needed. The army and navyotficera at every point they viaited evinced a deaire to aid
the committee iu eveiy way ill their power, and all ex¬
pressed the higheat aatiafaction that Congress had ao
promptly taken atepa to aaeertain the facta connected with
thia fearful and bloody traimaction, aud the hope that the
iaveatigation would lead to prompt and deciaive meaturea
on the part of the Government. Your committee would
uieutioa more particularly the namea of Gen. Maaon Bray-
man, military commandant at Cairo; Capt. J. li. Odlin,
hia chief of staff; Capt. A. M. Penuock, United Stales
Navy, fleet captain ol Miaaiaaippi tquadron; Capt. Jainea
W. Shirk, United Statea Navy, commanding aeventh dis¬
trict Miaaiaaippi squadron ; Surgeon Horace Warduer, in
charge of Mouud City General Hospital; Capt. Thomas
M. Farrel, United States Navy, iu command of guuboat
Hasting*, (furnished by Capt. Penuock to convey theoom-
mittee to Fort Pillow and Memphia;) Capt. Thomas Pat-
tisou, naval commandant at Memphis; Gen C. C. Wash-
burtie, and the officers of their commands as among
those to whom they are indebted for assistance and at¬
tention.

All of which ts respectfully submitted.
B. F. WADE,
D. W. GOOCH.

Adopted by the committee as their report.
B. F. WADE, Chairman.

END OP THE FLORIDA. CAMPAIGN.

Correspondence of the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Jacksonville, (Flokida,) April 29, I8G4.

The Florida expedition ia virtually ended aud abandoned.
^The brilliant opeuiog of the campaign in this peoinsula of
the Union is tingularly balanced by the fruitless and bar-
reu*reaults at its close. We came here with (treat antici¬
pations, we return with large disappointment. There
were some circumstances foreshadowing success, there
were many others prophetic of failure. The public have
read fragmentary arid crude accounts of the expedition,
the Commander of the Department has issued his official
bulletin, but its history is yet to be written.
We brought iuto the State an army entirely too small to

accomplish the object intended. We laid out a campaign
suitable for an army of twenty-five thousand men. Yet
seven or eight* thousaud were all that arrived, until the
defeat at Olustee. It was supposed that a corporal's
guard could overrun and oonquer the State, aud yet the
Confederacy sent twenty thousand veteran troops for its
defence. The expedition was Ulked of for months, and
yet it was hurried off at hurricaue speed, and sadly defi¬
cient in many of the appointments of an army. It waa

crippled before it leit it* base of operations; it was defi
cleat in medical and sanitary supplios ; its ambulanoe trian
was entirely inadequate for the sick, to say nothing of the
wouuded after a second engagement. When it moved it
was compelled to take its base along with it, because its
force was too small to be divided. Transportation f. r
commissary and forage stores and ammunition was pre¬
carious ; yet the invading army pushed into the interior,
subsisting on half starved beef cattle, a dozen of whch
would not make a pot of soup.
In stating that the expedition is abandoned I do not

mean tbat our forces are wholly withdrawn from the
btate. Jacksonville is held, and a force of white and black
troops, about equally divided, occupy the fortifications pro-,
tecting the town. Put these forces will simply do garrison
duty. The depletion of troops from the department of the
South permits uo other course, and as the Confederate
army in our front is alao largely reduoed we anticipate a
season of lethargy and quiet for the present. Florida had
no stragetic value or importance, and without a surplus of
troops it would be absurd to attempt the offensive.

Desertei s that came in from the enemy's camp yesterday
say that Major Qen. Patten Anderson still commands tbei
rebel army in Florida,'and that his forces are principally
at Baldwin, and that they now enumerate about four thou¬
sand men. Qen. Colquett's brigade, Qeorgia troops, left
for Virginia two weeks ago, wbile others have gone to
Charleston and Savannah to relieve troops that are also
ordered to report at Richmond.
One of the leading objects of the expedition into thia

State was to secure'contrabands to fill up oar army, but iu
that respect it was almost a failure. Not more than three
hundred were found tbat were capable of beariug arms.
The previous expeditions had gone over some of the terri-
tory which we explored, and the planters, on hearing of
our approach, drove their slaves off to tka western part <4
the State. In some instances we found a few at homo, or
hid in the cypress swamps Generally they were aged or
crippled, and consequently of little value. The slave pop¬ulation is mainly iu the southwest section of the Sta^e, h

part which we did not penetrate.
The cbauge.of commanders in this district is so rapid that

1 have keen almost unable to report them. After Gen.
Seymour came Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch, who assumed
command some ten daya since The staff is also changed,and now faces smile around headquarters Judging from
the rapid revolutions iu this district, aa regards command¬
ers, I shall probably be introduced to a new General and
his staff before cloain* this letter. Hirney announced a de¬
termination to hold Florida at all basards, but aa he only
parriaoos Jacksonville I think bis command is limited.
Military necessity will demand the evacuation of tbia citybefore long. The river communication is difficult, particularlv on the bar at the mouth of the Ht. Colans; and
hy-and r>y torpedoes will still further urge ua to abandon a

Ilace of no value or importance to us or the eneaty. Thn
)ss of two valuable steamers by rebel torpedos satisfie*
me that their infernal machines are well made, and are of
terrible destructive capacity.

REBEL NEWS OF GRANT'S MOVEMENT*

It appears'by the Richmond papers of the 4th instant
that the Confederate authorities at Richiacxid were

promptly informed of Gen. Grant's movement. The Ex¬
aminer of that date says:
"A despatch from Orange Court-Hoase reports Qrant'e

army to have struok tents and to have eommeoced move¬
ment. Private advioes from trustworthy souroes say that
our men were never in better spirits and condition, or
better prepared for the atrucgle. Before many day*
more.even before the settinK of to-day's sun.we may
hear that the great battle baa begun ; and when we recol¬
lect tbat it ia Lee's army of veteraaa.men who have
faced battle on a docen fields.we can have no doubt of
the result."
The same paper has the following despatch respecting

Gen. Burnside's corps:
Fbf.okrk ksruro, May 3,

Burnside's whole oorps, excepting the negro brigade,
ha« passed to the front, crossing the river at Rappahan¬
nock Station yesterday. The negro brigade of his com¬
mand has been placed on guard over the Orange and Al-
evnndria railroad, from Manassas Junction to Alexandria,
relieving the white troops who have heretofore performed
that duty. These white troops have also goae to the troiti.
The Yankees are swiftly perfecting the preliminaries of
battle, and the straggle cannot he deterred many daya.
Their cavalry made reeonnoiasanesM to Falmouth last night
ami the night preceding, and their videttea on the Stafford
billa were distant spectators of the tournament which
name off here on yesterday.

MARINE LOSSES FOR APRIL.
The monthly table of marine losses for the past month

shows an xggregate of sixty two vessels. Of this number
five were ships, eleven were barques, ten were brigs,
twenty-four were schooners, one was a steamship, and one
a steamer. Of the above seven were abandoned, one
foundered, two sunk after collision, and nine are missing,
supposed lost. The total value of the property lost and
misting is estimated at two million one hundred and ninetythousand five hundred and fifty thousand.

Tola) los*#s for January..Total losses for FebruaryTotal losses for Marrh...
Total losses for Apiil....
Total for four months 179850Haiue period for laat year 179 $<i,H67,80U

Ves ela. Value.
.. 36 fl.JU?..'MX!
... 3:1

49 1,506,300
fi! 2.I90..V.0


